The World Island and the Nazi

Navy

NAZI GEOPOLITICS teaches that the collisions of national
aims and foreign policies are rooted in the tensions between
seafaring and landlocked peoples. Its premise is that there
was a deeper influence on wortd affairs than that exercised
by nationalism and trade, because these were of them-
selves based on the influences of geopolitics.
This is a revolutionary and dynamic approach to the
economic and social development of mankind and attributes
these to the interrelation of spaces, defined as the " spatial
growth of states." The pupil is told that a nation's attitude
toward space rather than toward geographic boundaries,
in a political sense, determines its ability to survive. Space-
consciousness is the first requirement. This and the laws
of growth " are the foundation of their science of geo-
politics.
Here is the distinction between " ocean " and " con-
tinent " forces; here is the thesis that world history has
always been the result of the pressure of the peoples bound to
the lands of eastern Europe and western Asia on the peoples
of the shore countries. Here is the thesis of The Heartland :
The World Island.
The World Island, as Karl Haushofer, now a major-
general in the German Army, defines it to the General Staff,
is the strategic and flexible area extending throughout Europe,
Asia, and Africa. It flanks the Western Hemisphere.
Instead of isolated units, in the pattern of the British
Empire, dependent on the .British Navy to defend pre-
carious " life lines," the Germans' World Island plugs for
the interior lines of communication. It conceives a German
Navy as an offensive force spreading out from that central
mass,
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